Appendix ‘B’

Arthur Troop Scholarship 2009 – Report 
It was my great pleasure to attend a recent training seminar at IBZ Gimborn.  I attended the seminar with the assistance of the IPA’s Arthur Troop Scholarship.  Seminar # 13 was titled “Gang Culture”.  The seminar was awesome.  If you ever have the opportunity to attend a training seminar in Gimborn you should do so, the people were great and the surrounding countryside words cannot express the peacefulness.  I met some fantastic people prior to my class, during, and after.  I wish this article could just be filled with thank yous, because I am very thankful for the great friendships that I developed along the way and the generosity of those I met some just briefly, while others took me into their homes and made me feel apart of their families.

I chose the Gang Culture class because of my interest and professional experiences with gangs.  It was interesting to hear about the gang life in other countries such as the Netherlands, Denmark and Sweden.  There are a few similarities between gangs here in the states and overseas, such as criminal enterprises, meaning drug manufacturing and drug sales along with prostitution.  The breakout sessions during the seminar were great.  Just getting the opportunity to share different ideas and experiences involving gangs.  All my classmates were very open discussing new ideas and strategies to combat the problems of gangs in our different countries.  The cultural exchanges amongst the class members were fantastic.

Prior to my seminar I traveled to London and was the guest of the British Transport Police, Serious Organized Crime Agency, Metropolitan Police, and the football security staff at Fulham Football Club and West Ham United Football Club.  Specifically I would like to thank Garth Stinson, Craig Hase, and Graham Houghton from the British Transport Police, Cliff Colmer and Tim Mills from the Metropolitan Police, and Tobias Mulder with the Serious Organized Crime Agency, and numerous others who facilitated my visit there.         

Upon the conclusion of the training seminar I had the privilege to stay with friends in Duisburg and Bensheim Germany and Diepenbeek Belgium.  I would like to personally thank Torsten Ebeling and family, Sandra and Uwe Kohler and family, and Patrick Verjans and his family for their wonderful hospitality and friendship.  I was welcomed into their homes and my trip was fantastic because they gave so much to make my trip memorable.

I would like to thank those members of the Duisburg Germany Police and Venlo Holland Police who took the time to share their time and stories with me.  A very special thank you to Heinz Schmitz with the Koln Germany Specialized Unit who facilitated a great tour of their facilities and took the time to answer all my questions.  In one afternoon I have never seen so much as I did when visiting Patrick Verjans in Belgium.  I visited the Limburg Province Police Academy, Hasselt Police Station, and several local football grounds which I had a huge interest in because of my love for football.

From Belgium I traveled back to Germany and saw some wonderful countryside, Heidelberg Castle, the beautiful cities of Bensheim, Heppenheim, Heidelberg, along with many more.  Uwe and Sandra Kohler were wonderful hosts taking me around to the above locations as well as other areas of interest to me such as football grounds and more sightseeing.  I even had my photo taken with three professional football players from 1899 Hoffenheim.  After my flight back to the UK and a day before returning home I was honored to be allowed to tour 10 Downing Street.  Tim Mills arranged the tour and Met Officer Steve Kudyk walked me through the building.  An unbelievable and unforgettable experience.

I have been a member of the IPA since 1998.  It is through the IPA that I have developed some fantastic friendships and have had the most unforgettable experiences in my law enforcement career.  

The only disappointment I experienced throughout the entire trip was with my employer, Roseville Police Department in Roseville California.  They did not support me during my travels or while attending the law enforcement related training seminar.  I know for a fact that dating back at least ten years all other scholarship award winners from the United States were supported by their departments while attending the seminar and were not forced to use their personal time off to attend.  Sadly, my department refused to support me, and my request was denied.  If I wanted to attend the training seminar I had to do so on my own personal time.   I was treated like a family member when I visited the various agencies in these foreign countries, but was treated like an outsider in my own department where I have worked for nearly 14 years.

In conclusion, I would like to thank the Arthur Troop Scholarship Committee, Stephen Crockard, and all those who helped to make this trip and training seminar a most wonderful experience.

Take care and be safe,

Officer Mark Miller

Roseville Police Department

Roseville, CA

IPA Region 29              


