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International Police Association 

Western Australia  Region 
Minutes of the August Committee Meeting 

held at the WAPU Office, 639 Murray Street West Perth WA 

on Monday 15 August 2011 at 7.30pm. 

 

Chairman Paul La Spina opened the meeting and welcomed members and friends with a 

special welcome to Hema Dias from Sri Lanka. 

 

Police Ode Read by Lyn Crew. 

 

Item 1 Members present  10 

 Visitors  3 

    

Item 2 Apologies 

G. Richards, T.Kurtis, A. Finnegan, Val Doherty, Ray Lawless, Rudi Stephens, 

Tony Moylett and Colleen Chipper. 

 

Item 3 Minutes of the previous meeting 

Motion: Alan Voak/Vic Smith "that the minutes of the previous meeting as 

circulated be accepted”    Carried. 

 

Item 4 Business arising from the minutes 

 Joel Cummelas, 19yo son of a Spanish policewoman, arrived on 1 August and 

was collected and billetted by Ross Pengilly and was then dropped off to Tony 

Moylett.  Merv Pegler then arranged for Joel to travel to Albany.  Merv sent up a 

message to ask if someone could collect Joel from the bus station on Thursday 26 

August and look after him until his departure on Wednesday 31 August.  Ross had 

sent a message to all members with no luck.  Pauline O’Meagher and Lyn Crew 

will arrange collection and billetting. 

 Funding of NT member to attend Canberra. Chairman Paul La Spina had been in 

contact with Paul Kelly who advised that NT had not yet advised a confirmed 

attendee.  A NT police officer was supposed to have made contact with Chairman 

La Spina but had not yet done so.  Nothing else needs to be done until this contact 

is made. 

 IPA Gold Coast House – Our motion re rental requirements had been sent to 

National.  Guidelines re rental/occupant requirements will be distributed when the 

house is ready for rental. 

 

Item 5 Correspondence 

 Inward 

Email from Phil  Sutton on 8/8/11 to advised that Barry and Cath May had sent 

their thanks for the call to check on their welfare. 

 

Email from Marlene Merriman of NZ Police looking for IPA contacts in Perth for 

John and Frances O’Ferrall who were due to visit 28 August for ten days.  Ross 
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Pengilly will send out an email to all members and also put the information on the 

website. 

 

 Outward 

Letter has been sent to Deputy Commissioner Chris Dawson requesting his 

presence as our guest speaker for the CHOGM debrief at another combined wine 

and cheese night with RPOA on Monday 21 November 2011.  Letter sent 9/8/11. 

 

Motion:  Lyn Crew/Alan Voak  “That the inward correspondence be received and 

the outward endorsed”   Carried 

 

Item 6 Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer presented her report for the month of July 2011   

Motion: Pauline O’Meagher/Lyn Crew  “that the financial statement be 

accepted”. Carried. 

 

Item 7 New Members  

 Ken Ekeke, current member of WAPOL. 

 Motion:  Carried Colin Burton/Roger Smart “that the application for 

membership of Ken Ekeke be accepted” Carried 

 

Item 8 Reports 
Souvenirs - A. Finnegan. No report as Albert not present 

 Visitors - V.Smith - Nil 

Social - A.Voak –  

 Chairman’s Lunch was discussed.  The usual catering for Yunderup was not 

available but Kim La Spina had only just found out and was going to find another 

caterer.  Chairman Paul La Spina brought up that he, Kim, Lyn Crew and Pauline 

O’Meagher had just had dinner at Wong’s restaurant just down the road from the 

Union building.  The meal was great and they had a good set menu and were 

available on Sunday 11 September for approx 50 guests.  It was decided that Alan 

would book the venue for 12.30 and we would have the meeting at the union 

building prior to the lunch.  The central location may appeal to some members.  

Cost for the meal will  be $28 per person subsided down to $20 by IPA.  

 Alan is still trying to get in contact with Karralee with a view to re-starting the 

dinner/movie nights. 

 The wine and cheese night will be at 7pm with the meeting starting at 6.30pm on 

Monday 21 November 2011. 

 

Item 9 General Business 

 Ross Pengilly advised that at the Darwin IPA national meeting they had discussed 

the membership drive, the big question being ‘how do we encourage retired 

overseas police officers living here to join up and how do we get in contact with 

them?’  Also,  former police officers who had resigned (not retired) who did not 

know they could join.  Alan Voak said perhaps Curtin Community Radio could 

help advertise/do a spot.  
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 Kim La Spina suggested a membership drive with a prize to whoever bring in the 

most new members. 

 Paul La Spina spoke of the younger generation only wanting to use IPA  for travel 

and they do not attend meetings/social functions.  Perhaps the Queensland way of 

running IPA (meetings separate and monthly ‘theme’ dinners) could be looked at 

as a basis for current members to attend more functions.    Members at the 

meeting were requested to report any ideas they come up with. 

 

No new business 

 

Item 10  Date and venue of next meeting 

Sunday 11 September 2011 at 11.45 for 12noon at WAPU Premises, Murray 

Street, West Perth  prior to Chairman’s lunch. 

 

Item 11 Close of meeting. 

 Meeting closed at 8.30pm  

   

 

 

 


