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I’m slowly but surely learning the ropes of putting the Killroomer together. Unfortunately I cannot type as fast as I can talk. Whilst on the subject of talking, I think we should start a campaign to get the people who staff call centres whose first language is not English to not only speak English but to be able to comprehend English language. Anyone who has had dealings with overseas calls centres concerning computers would know what I mean. I have just had two weeks of dealing with three different overseas call centres. Even my experience of pounding the beat in “Little India”, Southall, London dealing with Indians and Pakistanis on a daily basis didn’t help too much. How things have changed. A traditional English pub in Southall is now owned by Indians who changed its name to “The Glassy Junction” and will take Indian rupees as well as English pounds in payment of refreshments. The current exchange rate is 72.9 rupees to the pound sterling or 47.9 rupees to the OZ dollar. 
The Anzac Day parades and services in Maryborough were well attended and whilst the World War II veterans are diminishing the number of onlookers seem to increase as does the attendance of school children. Perhaps that has something to do with the reintroduction of history in the school curriculum. 
The other big news item since the last Killroomer was the royal wedding of William and Kate where everyone was all scrubbed up, in their best bib and tuckers and on their best behaviour.  Whether you are a royalist or a republican you cannot take it away from the Poms, nobody, not even Hollywood can put on a show like them. From a police perspective on such an occasion it was a sad day to see that the wearing of the number one dress uniform has given way to the flack vest and the carrying of a sub-machine gun. The London Bobby has well and truly lost his (or her) virginity. 
The May meeting was a sleep over held at Ross and Ann Dickson property out in the back blocks, not in the street directory and not on Navman or Garmin GPS systems. It was a first time visit for us so to get directions I resorted to using the internet and using “Where is”. I gave our home address and the destination and it came up with a route. We hooked the caravan on the back of the Patrol and off we went following the instructions given by “Whereisdotcom”. The directions took us from Maryborough through Tinana and along Teddington Road, so far so good. The instructions then told us to take a right turn into Marbach Road which we did. We went from the bitumen to a gravel road, to a dirt track and finally ending up though the gates of a sugar cane property. We were obviously lost, and true to form there was not a policeman around when you wanted directions. The next best thing was to phone Ross, guess what, Telstra Next G failed, surprise, surprise. We turned around and headed back to the bitumen and on towards Teddington Weir Pumping Station where we were able to get mobile phone coverage. A phone call to Ann Dickson put us on the right track, firstly by crossing the flooded Tinana Creek. She who has no faith in me has left her finger and nail impressions in the grab handles. We travelled up hills and down dales, through cane country until we saw the IPA flag flying proudly. Now we normally expect to see it attached to a fence or stuck in the ground but that was not to be, Ross had other ideas, he stuck it on top of the council grader parked outside of his property. As we drove up the driveway the cattle just looked at us in total disdain. 
The hospitality had already started so it was a case of just make yourself comfortable and relax. We were then told that there are two ways to get to the property, we took the wrong one. So much for “Whereisdotcom”, another Telstra product. Unfortunately we were too late to see Jim set up his brand new camper trailer which at night time lights up like a Christmas tree with all the LED lights. Everything was fine until he and Mary went to bed on the new air mattress then that old matrimonial problem came into play, who sleeps on which side and which side is the hard side and which side is the soft side. The Sunday morning resolution was, the air beds out, the mattress is back. For someone who has spent the best part of his life, swinging in a hammock, Jim is getting to be a real fussy bugger in his old age.

It was intended that we hold the meeting on the Saturday afternoon but as the sixteen of us were all enjoying ourselves it was put off until the Sunday morning. Ross and Ann put on a most enjoyable dinner with all home grown vegetables and fruits, eat your hearts out Woollies and Coles. The jury is still out on the origin of the roast beef. Was it Ross’s own or was it one of Ross’s neighbours strays that ended up in the oven. As the night wore on and the pile of an assortment of bottles got bigger Graham decided to give us a light demonstration of his Chinese knock off of a LED Lenser Focusing torch. He was able to light up the night sky and Jim was so impressed that he has decided to open his wallet, give the moths an airing and buy one. I remarked that it was far better than the plastic torches with 2 D size batteries that we were issued with. Graham replied, “Issued, we had to buy our own when I first joined the police”. 
By the end of the evening we had all become rather mellowed and relaxed that our beds beckoned us all. No one was prepared to stay up and carry on through the night. It must be a sign of a meeting of the elder generation. What we need is some of the younger members of IPA who are serving police officers to join us and remind us of how we used to be able to party all night and then go and do an early turn and think nothing of it. 
Next morning we all sat down to eat a hearty breakfast cooked by Ann and Ross and there was no Alka Seltzer or Berocca’s on the table. After breakfast we held the meeting and to Peter’s relief he didn’t have to put his hand in his pocket because no one had identified the spelling mistakes in the last edition of the Police Down Under. For those that don’t know, ‘Cyprus’ the country was spelt cypress the tree twice and the word ‘unsuit’ meaning take your clothes off was used for ‘en suite’ meaning bathroom off a bedroom.
After breakfast Ross gave us a guided tour around his orchard giving us a very informative talk and showing of all the exotic sub tropical fruits that he grows. When he is talking about his orchard he is in a world of his own and would be a monty for a segment on Gardening Australia. We spent so much time in the orchard that it was too late for Ann to give us a demonstration on the clapped out ride on mower, however Ross has promised her a new one for Christmas so the demonstration is held over until the next meeting at their property. To all those that didn’t make the sleep over make the effort to be at the next one. Who knows, Ross may even kill another fatted calf for you.  We all left the property and drove home safely by the directions given by Ann without getting lost instead of following the directions on ‘Whereisdotcom’.
The trip to Brieley Wines at Childers on Saturday 18 June 2011 is definitely on, however there are a few seats left so should anyone who is not already going but would like to go, would you please contact Vicki or Gary Cohen direct. 
Ross and Ann have sent me details (which are attached) of two up and coming events in the gardening and horticulture world. The first one is the Tiaro Farming and Lifestyle Field Day on Saturday 25 June and the other one is a coach trip the Queensland Garden Expo at Nambour on Saturday 9 July 2011. I haven’t been to the Tiaro Field Day but I have been assured that there will not be a hail storm there on that date and Ross and Ann will be having a stall selling their exotic plants. As a non green fingered gardener who is relegated to doing the ‘Manuel’ Labour I can recommend the Nambour show as there is something for everybody. 
Our Chairman doesn’t know it yet but he will be putting his hand in his pocket to buy the person a drink, who can correctly answer the following two questions at the next meeting. 

1. Whose was the first Royal wedding in the UK to be televised?

2. The British Prime Minister’s official residence is 10 Downing Street. What is different about the front door to number 10? It’s been on the TV enough lately. 

The next meeting is at Sunday McKenzie’s home at 28 Haydn Drive Kawungan on Sunday 12 June. It is a Pot Luck luncheon so will the ladies please liaise with Sunday on who is bringing what.
JUNE BIRTHDAY’S
4th Mary Cook
6th Peter Goonan

7th Val Benstead

9th Garry Jamieson

13th June Close

13th Chris Barrowcliffe

See attachment for photos
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS
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                                  Estefania       Wayne           Dennis

Please support proprietor Dennis RYAN-ANDREWS and his experienced team, wife Estefania and Wayne, by using and recommending his business to family and friends who seek information relevant to building designs.

